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Government Rejects Chirac Call for Rate Change 
LDO71318 Hamburg DPA in German 1205 GMT 7 Jan 87 


[Excerpt] Bonn /Paris, 7 Jan (DPA) — The Federal Government 


Se Se eee 


nalists that he sees no reason for changing the exchange rates in 
the European Monetary System. This applies both to a reval- 
uation of the mark and a devaluation of the franc. He rejected 
Chirac’s charge of insufficient solidarity from the Federal Gov- 
ernment. [passage omitted} 


GDR Lodges Official Protest at Kohl Remarks 
LDO61953 Hamburg DPA in German 1824 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] Bonn, 6 Jan(DPA)— Ewald Moldt, the GDR's premanent 
representative in the Federal Republic, today lodged an official 
protest with Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble at the Chancellor's 
Office at Kohl's remarks [about concnetration camps in the 
GDR| In reply to an inquiry, government spokesman Friedheim 
Ost confirmed Moldt's visit to the Chancelior's Office. Schaeuble 
had cic. red to the statement by the Federal Government yester- 
day. Co~wernment spokesman Ost said yesterday that Kohl's 
remark does not mean that the Federal Government is embarking 
on a changed Germany policy. The chancellor, including in his 
statement in Dortmund, has repeatedly said that the government 
is interested in “good-neaghborly relations with the GDR~ 


According to the Federa! Press office, at the meeting between 
Schaeuble and Moldt both sides stressed ‘heir interest in such 
relations. 

Chancellor's Office Minister Schaeuble told DPA that Moidt, on 


behalf of East Berlin, objected primarily to the use of the words 
“concentration camp”. During the talk, he and Moldt noted that 
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considerable progress have been made (n intra-German relations. 
Both sides have an interest in continuing this. 


Press on Kohi's Remarks About GDR Prisons 
DW061415 Cologne Deutschiandfunk Network in German 
0605 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[From the Press Review] 


[Excerpts] Newspapers today focus on Federal Chancellor Kohi's 
remarks on concentration camps in the GDR. [passage omitted] 


Frankfurter Rundschau writes. There are about 2,000 political 
prisoners in the GDR. The circumstances under which they are 
kept there are bad enough However, there are no concentration 
camps in tt - other Germa state. Federal Chancellor Kohi knows 
better E:ther he has precise information, which he does not want 
to convey to the public, or it was just careless talk again. The 
election campaign is going on and one 1s not supposed to be too 
sensitive. Afver election day, everything is forgiven and forgotten. 
At least chat is what the big talkers hope. However, they had 
better not count on it. As Kohl's Gorbachev-Goebbels compars- 
son has taught us, it is not so easy to repair the damage Even in 
the pressure of the election campaign no one should make a slip 
of the tongue that is totally foreign to his own convictions, 
Frankfurter Rundschaw says 


The daily Die Welt writes: Much of the excitement about the 
chancellor's remarks in Dortmund can obviously be discarded as 
wrong. If his statement that the GDR keeps politica! prisoners in 
prisons and concentration camps is correct, Helmut Koh! must 
be allowed to say so frankly and without being reproached by the 
opposition for burdening intra-German relations The allegation 
that the chancellor is only seeking votes from the nghtists 
naive. First, anyone wanting to govern in a parliamentary democ- 
racy must collect votes for his majority wherever he can hope to 
get them. sohannes Rau 1s also trying his best to do that Second. 
current information about that voung block suggests that i 1s 
interested in issues other than the situation in East Germany 
And yet, the term concentration camp ss commonly associated 
with Auschwitz and Treblinka, in other words, with genocide and 
systematic mass destruction Thus, ii canno: be used for such a 
man language ts mch enough for us to make clear statements by 
using other words, the daily Die Wel states [passage omitted] 














Government Issues W arning Following Libyan Raid 
AU062059 Paris AFP in English 2058 GMT 6 Jan 86 


[Excc- pt} Paris, Jan 6 (AFP) — France issued fresh warnings 
Tuesday of retaliation for an air raid it has accused Libya of 
carrying out south of the “red line” in Chad. At the same time, 
officials here said France was stepping [up] military aid for the 
Chadian Government, while fresh fighting was reported close to 
a Libyan-claimed strip in the north of the country. 


In separate statements, President Francou Mitterrand of France 
riposte to the air raid on Arada, south of the 16th parallel that 
France has vowed to defend against incursion by Libya or its 
Chadian rebel alles 


But both men stressed France had no intention of escalating the 
conflict. Earlier, the Libyan embassy said it had asked France 
“not to intervene™ in the fighting. 


Mr. Mitterrand, in a New Year's talk with journalists, said 
France would “no doubt” respond to the attack on Arada, whr-h 


But “nothing 1s automatic,” he added, without elaborating. 


“France has taken a decision. and maintains it, to contribute 
actively to equipping and defending Chad south of the 16th 
parallel,” he said. France “does not intend to launch a campaign 
in northern Chad.” 


Mr. Chirac, in an interview with Europe-| radio, said the radio 
called for “a serious recall to order.” 


Such acts “cannot remain without a response from France.” and 
this “naturally” will be forthcoming, be warned. 


Put he said he was unsure whether the Libyan crossing of the 
16th parallel was intended or if it was a “navigational error,” and 
 -aaaces cata setae cee 


France “does not panic because of an insect bite,” he said. In 
such cases, “a smack” was enough to make the insect go away. 


stepping up shipments of weapons. heavy equipment, radios, fuel 
end medicine to Chadian troops involved in fighting Libyan 
forces and their rebel allies in the north [passage omitted} 


U.S. Planes Load in Nantes With Chad Shipment 
LDO70903 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 7 Jan #7 


[Text] No direct confrontation in Chad: France and Libya 
yesterday both showed their concern to prevent the worst from 


Further Report 
AU07 1618 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 7 Jan 87 


(Excerpts) Paris, Dec 7 (AFP) — [Passage omitted) Meanwhile. 

reliable sources in the French capital confirmed that some 30 

military vehicles were loaded onto U.S. Air Force C-5 Galaxy 

ee 
Chad. 


They also said more troops were about to leave France for Chad 


But French military officals said it was “absolutely out of the 
Question to send more men™ to join the French force in Chad, 
which is currently estumated at some | 400 troops. 


The sources said other flights by the giant planes, from an airbase 
at Nantes, had taken place in recent weeks. 


LE MONDE oa Response to Libyan Offensive 
PM070836 Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Jan 87 p 


defeats suffered by hus troops in northern Chad For the second 
time — last February a Libyan Tupoles plane “calmly” dronped 
bombs on Ndjamena airport — Libya has shown its contempt for 











French Government, the Libyan leader is probably trying to 
prevent a reaction which Se knows us inevitable. Paris, whose 
attitude has hitherto been characterized by the concern to pre- 
vent a d:rect confrontation with Tripol, will therefore have to opt 
for a “graduated response.” 


Of course the lesser of the two evils would be to be able to return 
to the “previous status quo,” im other words the maintenance of 
a kind of fictional “red line” on the 16th parallel, with Libyans 
and Chadians confronting each other only in northern Chad and 
France merely providing the Ndjamena army with logistical 
support. Howeve’ this has been a fragile scenario since Pressdent 
Hussein Habre started to reconquer the north 


Intoxicated by thei victories in Tibest: and Ennedi, the Chadian 
forces are contemplating the recapture of Faya-Largeau Paru, 
which us being increasingly drawn into a conti! whose nature 
has changed. cannot continue to make do » ith half-measures. 


Chirac's Strike Stance Firm After Cabimet Meeting 
AU061 550 Paris AFP in English 1212 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] Paris, Jan 6 (AFP) — French Prime Minister Jacques 
Chirac on Tuesday said he “would not deviate” from his policy 
in the face of industrial acthon, as a three-week rail strike spread 
to other sectors, bringing power cuts to the caprtal 


The power cuts in Paris lasted for up to nearly two hours but the 
matimum national power reduction was 4.000 megawatts out of 
a total of 50,000. 


The strikes have been one factor undermining the French franc. 
but on Tuesday Finance Minister Edouard Balladur “to.ally 
ruled owt” a devaluation 


Mr Churac, speaking to the press after a meeting of all minusters 
in hes conservative government. and later in broadcast remarks. 
repeated his determination not to give way to pay demands by 
strikers. 


The government s ant)-inflation polcy 1s based on pay increases 
of three per cent or less in the public sector to attain an inflation 
target of two per cent. Strikers want the buying power of all 
workers to be maintained 


Mr. Chirac declared: “The government will not deviate from 
its polcy because that would be irresponsible ~ 


Stressing that his ministers were “absolutely unanimous” on this. 
he said the government would continue its policy of “ngour™. 
which was also one of “solidarity in favour of the worst off 


He added: “If we do not get out of this process of decadence, 


The rail strike began its 20th day on Tuceday, and the level of 
traffic remained much the same as on Monday when manage- 
ment noted an improvement 


Management said that overall some 40 per cent of main line 
passenger trains were running normally. as were high speed TGV 
trams except im the south of the couatry. and some S00 goods 
trains were im service. 


In a separate 24-hour strike on the transport system in Pars 
Tuesday, management said at noon that overall some 49 per cent 
of underground trains were operating. and some two thirds of 
buses. The high speed trans-Pars and suburban RER [Reseau 
Express Regoona! Failway system was badly disrupted 


One of the main unions involved in the rail strike, the 
Communast- led CGT |Genera! Confederation of Labor] feder- 
ation, has urged that strike acon be spread throughout the 
public sector, and Pars and some parts of the country were hit 
by power cuts carly in the day 


The CGT later led a denonstration of 40,000 people, scomrding 
to the organisers, through centra! Pans 


The power cuts were noted brnefly in many areas, but were most 
marked in Paris, in the Normandy region, in Nantes, Lille, 
Nancy and Toulouse 


In central Paris, the Bourse suffered power cuts, but trading 
continued in daylight through the busiding's skylights 


The French EDF [National Electric Company | electricity under. 
taking was sarod to have imported 600 megawatts The CGT has 
mayonty membership in the EDF workforce and was the only 
umon to strike 


There was also some disruption of the posts and telecommunica 
tuons networks, and 90,000 workers in arsenals took action. as did 
dockers. notably paralysing the port of Marseille 


Shippung was also affected by action by seamen. some of whom 
have not returned to work after a settlement of a four-week strike 
was reached on Saturday They are demanding payment for the 
days they were on strike 


Chirac Discusses Rail Strike, Students, (had 
L606 2304 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1700 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Interview with Prime Minister Jacques Chirec by journalist 
Jean-Pierre Elkabbech at Prome Minister's Office in Pars 
hve} 


[Excerpts }[Elkabbech|Good Evenin, Good evening Mr Jacques 
Chirac. 


[Chera:] Good evening Mr Eltabbech 


[Elkabbech| [Sentence omitted] We are alone, «ve faceng the 
other [sentence omitted] We are alowe, but your reraarks are very 








Vil. 7 Jan 87 


very much looked forward to|words indistinct} You are to speak 
at a ume when the country ss completely disorganized There are 
multiple strikes, which are imposing economic and social and 
sometimes personal consequences for the French people. Every- 
one is suffering from the effects of the bad social climate. Many 
people are both discontent and anwous, discontent due to these 
repeated conflicts, to not finding trains, metros, buses, electricity, 
perhaps the mail._they have lost the habit of finding these things. 
They are anxious, because there is no end in sight. They won- 
der: Who will be able to put an end to this cascade of conflicts, 
and how’ Perhaps the moment has come to do so. Do you share 
their anxiety’ 


[Chirac] Of course | share their anxiety and above all | under- 
stand their reaction and | understand that they are a bit fed up 
with the restraints that are weighing or them Well, | imagine 
that first of all we should look at the reasons behind this situation 
and how | hope we shall emerge from it. 


[Elkabbach} You have just referred to those who are suffering 
from this. Do you also think of those who are taking part in the 
strikes, are involved perhaps because they have their reasons” 


[Chirac] Of course, if I did not take (hem into consideration they 
would take upon themselves to remind me of tha: news | will 
the legitimate or otherwise nature of these claims, in my view. 
and also, naturally, about the means of satisfying them or about 
the impossibility we find of doing so, taking into account of the 
pnority of national solidarity. 


[Elkabbach) Is it difficult to be in this position, Mr Chirac” 


[Chirac] Oh, it has never been casy, it has already occurred to 
me, it has never been easy to govern France, but it ws uplifting 


(Elkabbach] Is it harder than you had envisaged before 16 March 
1987? [as heard) 


{Cherac] No, | have always known that things would not be casy 
when one had to shoulder responsibilities, especially in difficult 
penods 


[Elkabbach] In a film portrait which we shall soon see on our 
television screens you say: A wooden tonguc is one of my 
specialities 


{Chirac} In fact | am there repeating a statement made by some 
of your colleagues: 


[Elkabbach | (passage omitted) Ten months afte: your return — 
your installation in the Hotei Matignon — has th: moment not 
come to show French people that trust s possible, or whether 
trust 1s possible” 


[Chorac} | think that not only has the moment come but this trust 
ee Cen ae ae ee 


FRANCE 


(Elkabbach} You said this morning — | shall quote and to some 
extent summarize: To deviate from th< unanimous policy of the 
government is irresponsible. What 1s needed is an effort favoring 
the most disadvantaged to strengthen the fight against unem- 
ployment. Apparently, when one sees what is happening in Pans 
and in France, perhaps this is not enough for the time being to 
stop the strike. Were you not too late in intervening’? Were you 
not late in using all the means at your disposal to stop this social 
movement which began } weeks ago’ 


[Chirac] I don't think so. First of all, 1 would like to reiterate that 
no policy of economic recovery is possible without the accompe- 
nying reactions. This is being constantly experienced, both in 
France and abroad [passage omitted] 


The aim of any economic policy must be first and foremost to try 
and stop this process of worsening unemployment and to improve 
this situation. This is the fundamenta! point of our policy [pas- 
sage omitted | 


It 8 necessary to stop prices rising and inflation especially To do 
this one must quite simply limit wage increases so they can be 
rea! and maintain purchasing power This is what we are doing 
[passage omitted} 


[Elkabbach] 1 would like to know if the government is looking for 
some kind of total victory over the railway strikes or ower the 
strikers in general Who will capitulate’? Why have you wasted 
80 long without saying the words or, making the gestures which 
could clear the social situation today in France’? When you sa) 
that the policy of recovery entails a number of social difficultoes. 
the question arises: Did you know there would be tension: 
within somety’ Were you indifferent to this’ 


[Chirac] No, first of all, | could imagine it. Then | was not at all 
indifferent to this, of course. Allow me to say, Mr Elkabbech, 
that there is not in my mind for a moment any thought about 
seeing someone capitulate or anything of that kind It us quite 
absurd. |. trying to conduct a responsible policy, directed at 
the rea! problems, tha: is, the solidarity that one must have with 
the most disadvantaged in our country Let us talk a bit about 
this railways strike since you mention it First of all, | would like 
to say that the SNCF [French National Railways) is a very big 
company and, incidentally, for the past 30 years or even longer 
it has been the subject of the greatest concern of cach successive 
government [passage omitted | 


This strike you are talking about began with the strike by the 
engineers, that is, those who drive the trains First, driving a train 
us in fact a heavy responsibility It us a serious physical obligation 
— of course, it us not the same now as driving a steam engine - 
but s also a moral obligation, with the responsibility for a lot of 
people, for their lives. But when looks at the situation of these 
engineers, xae nevertheless realises that if their demands can be 
consvtered as legitimate, they must nonetheless be considered 
within a herachy of social conerns [passage omitted) 


| understand perfectly that they are worried, that they have 
demands In norma! times, if growth made it possible. | would be 
the first to say that one must try and improve the situation of 











tions. But in today's situation, with 2.5 million or 3 million 
unemployed, with so many your, people looking for jobs, the 
means at our disposal m as" ze a priority be directed at improving 
the situation of the most disadvantaged. They are not among the 
most disadvantaged. That's what | want to say. 


(Elkabbach} Mr Bergeron and Mr Maire are asking you also to 
make a gesture for those on low pay, who are probably not in the 
same situation as the engineers. 


[Chirac] Do not let us mix up all the problems. We are speaking 
about the r'rike. 


[Elkabbech]} They are also on strike. 


[Chirac] We are speaking about the SNCF strike. It was started 
by the engin-ers, who have demands. These demands, | repeai, 
are legitimate. They are respectable, and I respect them. I do not 
wish to criticize them at all. It is nonetheless the case that they 
are not a priority, in comparison tc others. The SNCF in general, 
where a minority of railway worker: have gone on strike. 


[Elkabbach, interrupting} Nevertheless, it is sufficient to bring 
the country to an impasse. 


[Chirac] Of course, as soon as the engineers went on ("be the 
trains no longer ran. | would say that is very stupid but “(hat is 
how it is) What | said was that a person who has the good fortune 
to have a salary, a job, and the guarantee of his job, that is to say 
he does not run the nsk of being dismissed, who in addition is 
sure of having at least the guarantee of his purchasing power in 
1987 — and, in fact, a slight improvement of that purchasing 
power — no matter how legitimate the nature of his demands, s 
not, in my opinion, in the opinion of the government, a priority 
case in comparison to those who are the least well favored, who 
have no jobs, for whom we intend to mobilize all our means We 
have done this, for example, in the case of the youth employment 
plan, which cost us an extremely large amount, which cost the 
taxpayers an extremely large amount, which has given extremely 
positive results, since more than 720,000 young people have seen 
their situation settled thanks to this youth emoloyment. It is in 
this direction that | intend to use the means at our disposal as a 
priority. That is all | want to say. 


[Elkabbach] If you were not at the Hotel Matignon 
[Chivac, interrupting) That is a real social policy. 


[Elkabbach} We shall be speaking about it, indeed If you were 
not in the Hotel Matignon, how would you, Mr Chire <, judge the 
present situation in France” 


[Chirac] | cannot tell you, but | have known similar situations 
when | was not at the Matignon | have never deviated from the 
principle that a real social policy implies that one gives priority 
in a given situation to those who are the least favored, with ali 
the means at one's disposal | shall not deviate from that. 


[Elkabbach} But how does one get out of it? For example, there 
is a statutory commission which is to discuss the SNCF's work 
conditions on Thursday Covld it not meet sooner” 


enterprises. | have been struck by the polemics that have taken 
place on this business of « wages scale at the SNCF. It has 


nothing to do with the government. 


[Elkabbach]} But when the scale was withdrawn did you not feel 
it was a retreat by the government’ 


(Chirac] Mr Elkabbach, first of all the scale was not withdrawn, 
it dad not exist, it was being negotiated People will say anything. 
it is curious, after all. One thing has to be well understood: The 
management of the SNCF wanted to improve the methods of 
promotion within the SNCF. It made a scale. That is not the 
responsibility of the government. it does not concern it | made it 
quite clear to the minister concerned that he was not to in’arfere 
wn problems which belonged to the interna! management of an 
enterprise. Or then there is no pont having directors in enter- 
prises. (7Suffice to say...) 


[Elkabbech, interrupting} But in principle in general, in genera! 
1 do not know what has been done, whether this scale has been 
withdrawn, or suspended, or frozen _ 


[Chirac, interrupting) Mr Elkabbech, you must not ask me 
questions without giving me the possibility of answering them 
The scale which is in question here was being negotizted Right 
Straight away the trade unions said. That won't do. The man- 
agement said: But how is that? We are negotiating. As | saw 
that there was an evident problem, | said: Let us ask the 
secretary genera! of the Economic and Social Council to give a 
judgment on this matter The secretary genera! of the Economic 
and Soca! Counci! said an arrangement should be entered into, 
and therefore this matter should be suspended for the time being 
The management decided to suspend it Ii sits problem Try to 
understand one thing The government does not intend to take 
the place of the directors of the enterprises, other wise all it has 
to do is to dismiss the divectors of the enterprises and to apport 
directly the ministers and their departments to the head of the 
enterprises. That is ebeurd. That is the responsibility of the 
enterprises. It is not that of the state. 


[Elkabbach} Merit, Mr Chirac, was to be the criterion of promo- 
tion with this scale at the SNCF. On principle alone — | will not 
go into details — but at the level of principles, and as head of the 
government do you think that in the other sectors, gas workers, 
pohocemen, postmen, promotion should also be by ment” 


[Chirac] It is not [word indistinct} {changes thought] listen, |. 
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interrupting} But in principle, do you agree or do you 
not agree; even if it is not your business it could be of interest to 
the bosses of these national enterprises. 


[Chirac] The bosses of these enterprises manage their business, | 
hope, in joint consultation with the representative organizations 
of their employees; without the government or anything else 
having anything to do with. If the business goes bidly, if their 
deficit grows, well, then the managers are sanctined. If the 
business well, these managers are congratulated. Full stop. 

what is the dose of merit that has to be placed 
alongside length of service in the matter of promotion in this or 
that enterprise, there are no two enterprises alike...it is really not 
up to the government, which does not have the means to make 
this judgment. It is up to the managers to know how one is to 
conduct promotions in the enterpises, to ensure the necessary 
agree:nent and to take t)e decisions that have to be taken. How 
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attacking government policy and incidentally. 
— as they have done for some time now — 
of previews governments. So the action that the 
CGT is pursuing is political. So there is now a 
of the movement taking place. 


[Elkabbach] Does this worry you or are you saying’ | can 
manage this easily” 


[Chirac] It is quite worrtsome but [words indistinct} What you 
must realize to understand things 1s that the guvernment will not 


efi 
Us 


than ours. and that this would therefore create unemployment 


If today we change our policy, this means that we agree to revert 
to price increases und to having $00,000 to 600,000 more jobless 
in the coming 15 to 18 months. Well, | will tell you at once that 
the government will never agree to start off down such a (? path) 
The efore, there is no question of it modifying its position, 
wheti.er the Communists like it or not. 


[Elkabbach} how can you say never’ 


[Chirac] Never, my government — | am speaking quite clearly 
_ my government will never do this [passage omitted | 


FRANCE 


[Elkabbach] Andre Bergeron [trade uaion leader} said yesterday 
on the “Discoveries” program that one inflation point is always 
better than a socia! explosion. 


[Chirac] That depends on the situation we find ourselves in. 
(passage omitted] 


Let me explain things. We have one country, we are the third or 
fourth largest exporting country in the world. One French person 
in three or four works for exports. Therefore, our jobs depend on 
what we can sell abroad. When we are on an equa! footing with 
our main competitors, for example, Germany, on prices, it is true 
that one inflation point can be absorbed and one inflation point, 
Mr Bergeron is right to say so, is better than a social conflict 
which costs us very dearly. However, when, as is already the case, 
there is a difference which, although it has been reduced in the 
past 9 months, still exists and which 1s of the order of two or three 
tional inflation point makes it certian that a large arca of 
production will be lost, a large range of activities will be halted, 
and a large number of people laid off. That is what we have to 
understand and it is that, perhaps, which is not understood by a 
certain number of those who get involved in wildcat strikes The 
Communists know this perfectly well when they launch their 
industria! action, as they are doing now, with the CGT to attempt 
to torpedo the government and to destabilize it Let me tell them 
—ee ing their objective. 
course 


[Elkabbech] I note that you have mentione | the CGT on several 
occasions, and the Communist Party, but you have not spoken 
about the Socialists 


[Chirac] I do not know what ploy the Socialists are using. It is 
usual in a democracy for the Socialist Party to try to win some 
advantage from the social difficulties being faced at the moment 
by the government. That is quite legitimate, but it 1s not the kind 
of systematic thing, if you like, which we are seeing from the 
Communists. Of course | am not alluding to any particular 
statement, responsible or irresponsible a: it may be, by any 
particular socialist leader who 1s apparently running his election 
campaign | 


[Elkabbach} Who might that be then’ 


[Chirac] Oh, no one in particular, but that is the rule of the game 
in & democracy. 


[Elkabbach} Wouldn’ the struggle sgainst inflation be accepted 
better as the president was telling you yesterday, if the efforts 
were equally divided, spread out better’? This implies, perhaps, 
sacrifices, and no doubt sacrifices for a lot of people. but shouldn't 
the struggle be accompanied by clear signs of socus! justice” 


[Chirac] Do you really think that the fact that we have systemat)- 
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cally pursued a policy aimed at reducing tax liability in particular 
for familes, for the lowest-paid people, that we have pursued a 
policy aimed at allotting considerable sums for jobs for young 
people, that is to say for those who, of course, are worst off — all 
these measures which have been taken, do you mean to say that 
this is not, indeed, channeling efforts in favor of the worst-off? 
Do you think that if we allotted them to those who have job 
security, guaranteed increases in their purchasing power, that we 
would be pursuing a policy which is more socially just? 


[Elkabbach} But Mr Prime Minister — this is not well under- 
stood, and if it is not getting across then perhaps there is 
something wrong somewhere” 


[Chirac] Well thanks to you maybe it will come across better this 
evening 


[Elkabbach]} Let's not exaggerate the importance of what we do, 
but it is true that it is important. 


[{Elkabbach} The change of climate began with the outburst of 
opposition from the young people who rejected the Devaquet Bill. 
It was then that the spiral of crises began. Without going back 
to all the events we witnessed, Mr Chirac, what lessons do you 
draw from this test for you yourself and the way you govern’ 


[Chirac] The first lesson is that we must beware of generalization. 
Basically our country, and in particular the young, do not like — 
and | understand this — generalized, systematic and obvious 
constraints. | shall not return to this Devaquet Bill, which, in my 
oprmon, was a good bill which favored the young. But it was badly 
perce. ved, and so the government has to take the responsibility. 
It was undoubtedly a mayor breakdown in communications. 
[passage omitted} 


[Elkabbach) If you withdrew the bill was it because of the 
intervention of a trade umion leader, Bergeron or Edmond Maire, 
or of a minister, of Leotard’s g1 sup in your government? 


[Chirac] No, I naturally listened to what was said to me, but this 
is not what made me decide. It was something much simpler. 
There were young people in the s.reets, clearly we had not been 
understood, clearly we had made mistakes — not Mr Devaquet, 
| do not think at all that he made mistakes, but the government 
as a whole, which had badly concerved and badly exp:ained its 
motives. so it had to be withdrawn [passage omitted) 


[Elkabbach] In tne seat which you oocupy, in this office in the 
Hotel Matignon where we are, do you consider that to recognize 
one's mistakes and one’s failures makes one greater or weaker” 


{Chirac} | don't know if it makes one greater or if it makes one 
weaker, but | am quite convinced that it sa neceauity Only fools 
do not recognize their mistakes Consequently, | do not intend to 
classify the government in this category. | find it normal that it 
should recognize mistakes when it makes them. It is not the 
mistake of one man, it is the mistake of a team, it ‘s a mistake of 
assessing the overall situation Consequently, it has to be recog- 
nized [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] | will come back for & moment to what we said just 


now about socia! conflicts. Why do you yourself not receive the 
trade unions? Is it so difficult? 


[Chirac] No, no it is not so difficult, but on the one hand you will 
realize that | have very frequent contacts with union leaders and 
have viways had them — even when | was in opposition, as « 
matter of fact. On the other hand, | have, | had, the intention to 
see soo. in a semiofficial way, the different trade union forms - 
tions of sa'aned workers, as well as the professional organizations 
which represent the economic activities of producers. Well, now 
I will wait just a little bit, naturally, until the social climate is 
restored. These discussions, to be poritive, serious and calm, musi 
not take place in the full midst of (recent events). But indeed, as 
soon as the time allows, the situation allows, | will receive the 
trade union organizations 


{Elkabbach]} You will not abandon that intention’ 


[Chirac] Of course not. You know, | have always considered it to 
be very important to have permarcm <coesltetions with the 
representatives of all forces ths: constitute the nation When | 
was minister of agriculture | never took a decision without it 
being in agreement with the four agncultura! unions and profes- 
ona! organizations 


[Elka bbach) But since you have been at the Matignon, perhaps, 
since you have returned to the Matignon, (’since you have to) 
rapsdly implement the program, you have held somewhat fewer 


always have to be held by prime ministers; they are held by 
munisters, cach im his own sector | encourage them a great dea! 
to do 80, because it is an essential element of equilibrium in a 
society which, as a matter of fact, is more and more technocratic. 


has been a judge or a referee, as he said to us on 9 December” 


A referee, by definition, wathoes a match, has the rules reapected. 
and whistles penalties for one side or the other when he considers 
one or the other has made a mistake, in acoordance with the rules 


























of the game. Now — and I don't hide this — I do not feel that 
the president behaved in this way, be gave out his penalues like 
a referee could, sometimes to the left, sometimes to the right. | 
think, too, that his job is very difficult. The president naturally 
has hus own proper functions, which consist in ensuring respect 
for the Constitution. Moreover, it is vital that everyone — 
Parhament, the government, the head of state — in this penod 
of cohabrtation, which is a rather difficult period agree on the 
rghts and the duties our Constitution gives him. Otherwise.it 
cannot work. 


|Elkabbach| Is such the case” 


(Chirac) Well, you know, generally speakiag it is the case, but 
there can be some temptations to return +o a partisan spirit, and 
| wowld say that this = human nature So everyone must make a 
great effort. m the sperit of our stitutions, to keep the powers 
where the belong 


[Etkabbect! But is be, after all, behaving like the head of the 
opposition «° the bead of a party’ 


[Chirac] No, | would not say that. You know, this matter of 
cohabetation has caused a lot of comment — far too much in my 
opinion. In March 1986, following the change of majority, 
France, indeed, could very easily have begun in an 1. responsible 
way. a process which, by rejecting cohabitation. would have led 
to a political crisis, probably a constitutional criss, with dramatic 
difficulties, and a public image which would naturally not have 
looked impressive abroad Such would not have been the behavior 
of a responsible democracy 


France chosr a different solution, following the chosce made by 
the electors, thus respecting the institutions and the wishes 
expressed by the electorate | think it did so in a responsible way, 
and it did so because all the political leaders consented in « 
spontancous nd natural way — | would say as democrats who 
respect universal suffrage — to bow to the demands of the 
constitution [passage omi<ted] 


[Elkabbach] Mr Chirac, if you were to be elected [as president} 
in 1988 the prime minister would be entitled to powers allowed 
under Article 20. Would you be « president who allowed his 
prime minister to act’ 


[Chirac] Let as not personalize things, but allow me to say that 
for 20 years now | have been expounding, either orally or in 
writing. the thesis according to which power must not be system- 
atically transferred to the head of state. Moreover, this u a 
profoundly Gavihst thesis [passage omitted | 


[Etkabbech) Yesterday Valery Giscard d'Estaing proposed 
reducing the president's term of office to § years He thinks there 
will even be a referendum this year Are you in favor of this’ 


{Chirac} As you know, | campaigned fcr retiucing it to 5 years, 
for a referendum and so, as far as I'm concerned, | car only be 
in favor of it. It remains to be seen in what political context this 
form of consultation would take place It is a problem which 
deserves, naturally, to be considered | is # political problem 


[Elkabbech} But which could take place during the year if the 
conditions are nght’? You would not be opposed to this’ 


[Chirac] It all depends on the political context, doesn't it’ | don't 
think that it is an absolute priority. 


[Elkabbach} Is the balance of power — that is, cohabitation, if I 
can describe it in those terms, incdentally the president has said 
it is institutional coexistence — is this balance of power . 


[Chirac, interrupting) He is right, incidentally, it's the nght word 


[Elkabbach) isn’t it evolving, because we are talking in January 
1987, and this is no longer 18 March 1986 [di:*e of last general 
election |” Isn't a realignment taking place between you in the 
way the executive power is exercised’ This isn't 16 March 1986 


anymore 


[Chirac] 1 don't see i that way At cach cabinet meeting a whole 
series of decisions of all kinds are approved, as is fitting for « 
cabinet, and the government continues to govern | see no differ. 
ence im the government's actions between 16 March — or 16th 
April [date on whach Chirac’s government took office} to be more 
exact —- and today. No, | can't see any difference. 


[Elka bbech]} Each day you must read. as we do. what people think 
about the development of your relations between the president 
and the prime minister 


[Chirac] Yes, and | am often quite astonished by what | read. and 
1 do not always recognize the reality as | perceive it. 


[Elkabbach) Well, perhaps this s precisely the opportunity to say 
what the realny is But if there s @ breach do you consider it to 
be a process or is it something that should or could happen in a 
precise and bruta! way” 


[Chirac] | wanted to say a moment ago that France is facing 
whole series of difficulties It = imperative that 1 recovers from 
the situation that it is in France s a country with debts, it has 


[Chirac] It is perfectly possible. lt in, in fact, what has been 
happening for the past 9 months in which —_—'| don't want to go 
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get my support, What interests me 
of puting our situation to nghts It correaponds to the demands 











harmfal to France. 


[Etkabbach] So do you think you are able to maintain your 
cohabitation strategy...’ 


(Chirac, interrupting} (7 Yes). 


[Elkabbach} Does what you defined with Balladur in | 985 still 
hold true’ 


(Chirac] Mr Elkabbach, it wasn't me who defined it. It was the 
French Constitution and the will as expressed _ 


[Etkabbech, interrupting) But you accepted it as your own 


(Chirac, interrupting) But of course | accepted it. | am a demo 
crat. | consider that the majority as a whole is right. | am not 
saying it is perfectly right, but generally one is right to follow 
what it says. It is usually the best thing. There is « majority of 
French people who took a decision. There are no grounds for 
gorng back on this These are political machinations, wanting to 
doctor what the French want. French people said 7 years 
ago: We are electing « president for 7 years. Fine. This is the 
rule of the game. They were not forced to doso. They did so. They 
said a yoar ago, or almost — 9 or 10 months ago: We want « 
new majority which will be an RPR-UDF majority They were 
not forced to do so. They said ro clearly. They did not say. We 
want a government crisis So ope mast simply accept the respon- 
silibrtees om the way that the French want thera to be accepted 
(passage omitted; 


[Elkabbach| When the president is not being enough of a referee. 
do you tell him or do you write to bir 7 


[Chirac] I do not feel very inclined to comment on what | say to 
the president or what he says to me, but when | have something 
to say to him, yes, | tell him or | write to him. This normally 
happens in a perfectly courteons way [passage omitted | 


[Elkabbech| Do you consider today, 10 months later [since | 986 
general election] that you have the means to govern, with Fran- 
cous Mitterrand” 


{Chirac} | have exactly the same as 10 months ago [passage 
omitted | 


(Elkabbech} Mr Chirac, togeth~ with me you have listened to 
the news [words indistinct] ard you heard the commentary of 
(Marc Dallors) on the problems of the currency, of the franc, on 
the position of the Mark im relation to the franc Do you think 
the Germans are going to revalue’? What will be the position 
the French’ In any case, the franc has been pretty well shaken 
and attacked and weakened for some weeks now 


[Chirac] Yes, the first thing | would like to say is that here again 
people do not always speak the truth 


[Etkadbach| Who are these people’ 
|Cherac| Those who make pronouncemer.is abou! this topic 





[Etkabbech) Well, then, let us speak it, let us epeak it. 


[Churac] | sumply want to say that for 3} months, 4 months even, 
now, the franc has been reevaluated, reevaluated, in relation to 
all the world’s currencies. That is to say, that it is in the best 
position in comparison to all the world’s currencies, inchs ting the 
Japanese yen, including the Swiss franc, which French people, it 
seems, love so much; except for the Deutsche mark. Thus, in 
reality there has not been any weakening of che franc, what there 
18 5 @ strong reevaluation of the Deutsche mark, a speculation on 
the Deutsche mark. 


[Elkabbach) Which is going to be (consolidated) [words indis- 
tunct] after the German elections’ 


[Chirac] But | do not + ant people to say that the franc har become 
weak, because the opposite is the truth. The franc has become 
stronger im relation to all the wo id's currencies, including the 
most prestigious ones, the dollar, the yen, the Swiss franc, all of 
them, except vis-a-vis the mark, because of speculation in favor 
of the mark, and because the German authorities — and | can 
only regret this did not play the game of Europear agreements 
and the EMS. Right. We are thus im « situation where this 
speculation or the mark naturally finds expression in the EMS 
— which is a very complex thing that | will not try to caplain — 
by a weakening of the franc Well, | thnk that the minister of 
state in charge of finance has taken che correct decision by letting 
the franc go down to Moor level, because it was not reasonable .» 
spend our reserves of exchange on artificially supporting the 
franc when it is a case of speculation thet does not co...ern us, 
but which concerns the Deutsche mark, and consequently it s up 
to the Germans to draw the consequences from it What | can 
tell you = that there will be no devaluation of the franc, what | 
can te you «= that there s oo question of leaving the European 
Monetary System. it us by no means among our intentions, and 
what | can tell you, finally, s that there is no qu_stion of a retern 
t the tochmique of exchange control There s a particular cris, 
winch is in reality a crisis of the mark and not a crisis of the franc 
So let the German authorities do what has to be done (passage 


omitted | 


[Elkabbech! But when they do ii, if they do it after thei legusla- 
tive elections, that is to say at the end of January or beginning of 
February. 1 will have consequences for the state of the franc 


(Chorac| li will neve a certain number of consequences for the 
franc as well as on the entirety of the EMS, and on the entirety 
of the intra European exchanges Naturally, we shall draw the 
necessary conclusions from it 


[Elkabbech| As | am looking at you, you do not appear anxious 


(Chorac| | have no particular reason to be enzioss, no | am vened 
by thes situation im so far as | consider | can understand them. 
because they are in an erectora! campaign | think, however, tha: 
the German authorities, and in perticular the German monetary 
authorities, have not done what they hed to do, and thet they 
have boheved in « way t) »t | would say was @ little egotistical. 
Fight, well, the situation is such as it ix; | do not criticize it; our 
restions with Germany are sufficently frate-nal for us not to 
take too much offense over o shght cut im the contract, but i 

















[Elkabbech} No, no, but will it be made’ Is there hesitaiion or 


not” Are you takrag what Al-Qedhdhafi has done as a chalienge 
to France’ 


[Chirac] Not as a « hallenge, 20. | take it, at the very mos’, a: « 
mistake which, as so~d, deserves to be picked up in tie epprop:)- 
ate way. 


[Elkabbech} We could wonder, Mr Chirac, what Al-Qedhdhafi 
is doing in northern Libya... 


[Charac, interrvpting| In r <thern Chad. 


|Elkabbech | Becauss he was there ot Goukouni's request Hse: 
Habre and Goukoun: Ouedde: have been reconciled |s 11 permus- 
sible for the Libyans to continue to oocupy (?northern) of Chad, 
a country which should be independent” 


[Chirac] No, that is @ problem which concerns the Chedion 
government and which the Chadian government is tach ‘ing Tha: 
benng the case. as a reselt of the undertakings we have made, we 
are. it true, giving maternal assistance to the Ndjamens gov- 
crnment |\ is wp to that government, of course, to make the best 
use of it in order to try to recower the territoria! integrity of its 
country, which ws what | am bopeng for 


(Elkabbech; How far will France's undertaking to Hissein Habre 
extend” 





(Chivac] It will be very precise, as far as the point that was clearly 
defined — -n other words, we said we would guarantee the | 6th 
paralie) for the Chadian government, and that we would give it 
vubstantial economic and military ad This ss. moreover, what 
the majority, | would say <1, of owr African friends request. The: 
ts France's under’ .king. and it will be adhered to 





[Elkabdbach) Without getting technical, could one not wonder if 
the notion of the | 6th parallel can still exist, when conditions have 
changed since the Manta and Epervier operations’ 


[Chirac] The notv.cn does not really exist, as there is no question 
of our admitting that the 16th pareliel is a kind of dividing line 
in Chad. It is, for us, simply a way of telling Hissein Habre: 
There is a part of Chad, be most populated part, whose integrity 
** guarantee for you in some way. But Chad itself, and the 
recapture of the other part of Chad, which is en integral part of 
that country, depends on your political wishes and your own 
means, even if we help you, logistically of course, and eco 
nomucal!y and financially 


[Elkabbach} Will there be. shall we sav, a graduated response’ 


[Chirac] You will see, but it is evident (hat the error that has been 
committed by the Libyan command cannot remain without any 
response from France 


[Elkabbech] Are we not going to dee! tactfully with Aj- 
Qadhdhafi's Libya” 


[Chirac] You know, another thing ore must #:t do is to put the 
problems in those terms, because tha! makes for escalation and 
it is clways.. [changes thought! a sharp and brutal reaction is 
always a bed advisor, is it not’ France will be respected by Libya, 
as by all other countres, and wil! take and is taking the necessary 
measures But it dces not overreact al an insect bite 


[Elkabbech} Are you and Mr Mitterrand agreed on this’ 


(Chirac) Of course. If an insect bites you then you spontaneously 
give it 2 slap to tr; and make it go away. It is obvious that we 
will not acccpt imit’at. 4 such as those which have gained a few 
acres of sand a little to the south of the 16th parallel. But 
naturally, | am nut gorng to disclose to you France's intentions 
in thes sphere Otherwise there would be no surprise. 


[Elkabbech| But us the surprise (°in the offing)” It will probebly 
be revealed in the coming hours, and scene wil! say so much 
the better That is if they see that there is no hesitation France, 
precisely because of cohauitation — 


(Chirac, interrupting! Noi at all, there is neither hesitation nor 
will to escalation There is a reasonable attitude 


[Elka bbech) Concerning the hostages, Mr Chirac, briefly, since 
| will come beck to French policy You recently acknowledged, 
on the return of my owleague Aurel Cornea [released as hostage 
in Lebanon or 24 Gecember | that the Pusestimans helped France 
Is that goung to make you change you attitude to ‘Arafat's PLO” 


[Cherac| Well, you know, the situation in Lebanon is so complex 
that this business of hostages, which has caused me anguish for 
9 months — and fo: <ven longer as a mutter of fact, because | 
tried to make my smal! contribution to it even before | was in the 
government — | have a lot of difficulty, | do not hide it from you. 
in unravelling what is the reality of ‘hings and of the forces that 
wll make it possible to release those who are still held sostage 
Now. | 00 not want to go into details here — | have never 
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imparted the secrets uf government action. Just take it from me 
that there is not a day when i do not concern myself with this 
dramatic affair and when I do not try to do my best, with all my 
heart and also, as much as possible, with what | possess of 
intelligence, to arrive at a result. We have already succeeded in 
releasing five hostages. We shall do the maximum possible to set 
free the others. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] On 30 November you said that a pardon for the 
pro-lranian guerilla Anis Nagqgash depends on the head of state 
and on him alone. [passage omitted] 


[Chirac] We cannot differ on this matter, in fact. In the present 
situation, the problem of an exchange, if I can put it that way, 
between a Naqqgash who is given a pardon and our hostages has 
not arisen. If the problem were to arise in this way, it would, of 
course, deserve to be examined, examined jointly by the govern- 
ment and the president. Then there is the ac. of pardon, which 
depends on the president. When | say that this depends on him 
and him alone, I say it with a lot of respect and in all seriousness, 
because granting a pardon is without any doubt the most funda- 
mental, the most dramatic act, generally speaking, that a head 
of state can carry out. No one is in a position to impose a decision 
on him in this area. One can ask him and then he alone is 
responsible for the decision he makes. Whatever this decision is, 
it is to be respected, and must be respected. 


[Elkabbach] Mr Prime Minister, when the bombs exploded 
around you at the Paris City Hall, at the Pub Renaud, in the Rue 
de Rennes a short while ago, in September, what were your 
feelings” 


[Chirac] I felt great sadness and, to be quite honest with you, 
great anger as well a feeling of powerlessness. At the time we had 
taken considerable deterrent and preventative measures but we 
all know that the blind madness of the terrorists always manages 
to express itself in the end. We have done everything to try to end 
those actions. I can see that during the present situation, there 
nave been none. I can only express my hopes and act insofar as 
means allow ine so that this situation does not begin again. 


[Elkabbach] Is it the quality of French police, whose job it is, or 
is it luck, a miracle? Or is it because of concessions that France 
has made? 


[Chirac] No. There have been no concessions. I have always said 
that one does not make concessions to terrorists. When one holds 
discussions with a terrorist — if one holds discussions with a 
terrorist, one is induced into making a concession. If one makes 
a concession, in so doing one justifies terrorism and encourages 
it. So the only answer is to dissuade, to punish whenever one can, 
to prevent and punish when possible, but certainly not to hold 
discussions. 


[Elkabbach] One can say that there hasn't been any pause. Since 
you have been in government, you have had a succession, a whole 
series of events since the Ist day. There has been no relaxation. 
Given the situation... 


[Chirac, interrupting] There can be no relaxation in the actions 
of a government unless it is a tired government. [words indistinct] 


[Elkabbach] In the events that you inherited, something that has 
been unexpected, that comes from outside, terrorism, or else, of 
what happened and for which you perhaps have some share of 
the responsibility ... 


[Chirac, interrupting] You know, it is very good thing for a 
government to be harrassed, because this is the way that one 
becomes hardened. Nothing is worse than [words indistinct} 
That means certain decadence. 


[Elkabbach] But th’s is not the case. 
[Chirac] No. 
[Elkabbach} But when do you take time to reflect? 


[Chirac] Nonetheless, we fortunately have the time. The govern- 
ment is a big team. Each person accepts his responsibilities. Like 
any army going into battle, it is often more effective than when 
its stays at home, in its barracks. The government goes into 
battle, it has been into battle a lot recently, for 9 months now, 
and this has made it possible to have a government which is 
united, consistent, and effective. | hope it contines. | can assure 
you it has all the time it needs to r effect. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] Mr Chirac, after what has happened in December 
and January with tne social conflicts that continue, aren't you 
going to be forced into political immobility’? That is, you are 
going to be forced to manage the day-to-day affairs of the country 
right up to the time of the presidentia! elections’ 


[Chirac] There is another point there, the fact one must not 
believe everyting one reads. If the government really has a 
calling, it certainly is not to immobility. Moreover, | will be 
meeting with all the members of the government on 20 January 
— and this has been planned for the past 2 months — on the basis 
of the reports that all the ministers will give about their plans for 
action for 1987 and which will enable us to establish the main 
action that all ministers, and therefore the government, will take 
in general, for 1987. 1 can assure you that immobility will not be 
a characteristic of the government in 1987. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] Will you be doing this with the same team, by the 
way? 


[Chirac] Yes of course. | see no reason for changing teams. 


[Elkabbach} It can last as it is for another 15 months? | mean, 
are you going to reshuffle it? 


(Chirac, laugi.ing] That is an indisputable advantage, a reshuffle. 
For 2 days one makes the front pages of the newspapers. On the 
other hand, it has a lot of disadvantages. One is usually depriving 
oneself of quality people. One cannot be absolutely sure of 
replacing them with people who are as good. No, | can say right 
away that the government — | was observing it this morning 
when I summoned al! its members for a meeting on the occasion 
of my New Year greetings and a review of the situation that | 
wanted to make — the government is quite unanimous, close- 
knit, clearly determined to continue a policy of recovery on the 
objectives that | spoke about a moment ago and that | repeat ad 
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infinitum. Consequently this government wil! continue its work 
and its actions as it is. 


[Elkabbachj If you do not reshuffle, this means that you do not 
have the political means to do so, that is, you are hindered by 
habitati 


[Chirac] I do not think that the president would see any difficulty 
if the government were reshuffled. I think that a number of 
people would be very happy to enter the government. But all these 
are considerations which do not come into it. The government is 
as it is. | think it has done a good job and consequently, it will 
continue to do so, uaited and consistent and, | repeat, within the 
framework of its concern to put our situation right. We are 
fighting unemployment and we will use all means to do so. We 
will do what we have to to maintain the French people's standard 


of living. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] And you are able to govern? | mean, under the 
watchful eye of the Socialists — that is their role — with the 
difficulties within, or rather of, some of your allies — perhaps 
sometimes even of some of your ministers — are you able to 
govern” 


[Chirac] I read here and there that there are supposed to be 
difficulties or moods with the majority. | do not know whether 
this is so. | notice that within the government there is unanimity 
without any reservations. | note that within the majority there 
has never been a single vote against the government and there 
has never been any criticism expressed from the platform. | have 
never seen — | have been observing political life in France for a 
long time — I have never seen such a united and determined 
majority, never. I can say this loud and clear. So have no grounds 
for complaint. In this respect, I am a prime minster who is lucky. 


[Elkabbach] But there are a number of people around us in Paris, 
and even in the large provincial towns, who are imagining or even 
seeing that a new majority is perhaps being formed. 


[Chirac] I do not know where people see this, but | cannot see it. 
For the time being, | have a majority and there are no rifts in it, 
as you will have seen during the entire parliamentary session, and 
as you can see within the government. So, let us not look for 
complications. Things are already complicated enough. Let us 
not complicate them arbitrarily or pointlessly. These are the 
pious wishes expressed by the socialists, the communists, that is, 
the opposition. It is in their nature. It is natural, it is normal. | 
am not criticizing them. But that does not influence me and that 
does not detract from my calmness at all. 


[Elkabbach] This does not affect you. Incidentally, | sometimes 
wonder how the centrists manage not to limp because they have 
one foot in your camp and one with Barre. 


[Chirac] They are simply responsible. The probiem is not knowing 
today if one has one foot here or one foot there. The problem is 
knowing if one is in agreement on a policy. We are in perfect 
agreement on a policy, that is, on the objectives and on the means 
to be used to achieve them. We are in total agreement. We are 
carrying out this policy, and we have an opposition. This opposi- 
tion does its job. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach} Jacques Chirac, thank you for receiving us. Thank 
you for being so patient. 


[Chirac] I have spent an excellent time with you, Elkabbach. | 
will remeber it fondly. 


[Elkabbach] Thank you. [passage omitted] 


Hostage's Wife Returning With Hizbullah Message 
LD062135 Paris Domestic Service in French 
2100 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] The wife of the diplomat Marcel Fontaine, who has been 
held by the Islamic Jihad for almost 2 years, is returning from 
Beirut with a message from the Hizbullah — the pro-lranian 
Shi‘ites — in her suitcase, a message to be conveyed to the French 
Government. According to Eric Fontaine, the son of the diplo- 
mat, they are instructions for the government on how to obtain 
the release of Marcel Fontaine, but no explanation has been 
released on the content of these instructions. 


Experts Suspect Direct Action Behind Grenade 
AU061556 Paris AFP in English 1251 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] Paris, Jan 6 (AFP) — A booby-trapped grenade defused 
Monday outside the front door of magistrate Jean-Louis 
Bruguiere was a military device made in Belgium, where the 
French extremist group Direct Action has been based, police 
experts announced Tuesday. 


The experts’ finding appeared to confirm the hypothesis that the 
group was behind the attack, at an apartment building in Paris’ 


Mr. Bruguiere is the magistrate in charge of current investiga- 
tions into Direct Action, which has claimed responsibility for 
numerous terrorist attacks in France. 


Two of the group's leaders, Jean-Marc Rouillan and Nathalie 
Menigon, ave known to have stayed in Belgium on several 
occasions. In August | 984, 800 kilos (1,760 pounds) of explosives 
were stolen near Brussels and have been used since then in 
terrorist attacks by the group. 


A policeman on duty outside the magistrate's apartment found 
a thread across the stairs leading to an activated grenade hidden 
in the corridor. Anyone tripping on the thread would have 
triggered the device, and the policeman was lucky to have avoided 
it. 


The nature of the device also points to Direct Action, police said 
The magistrate was not home when the grenade was found. The 


police stated. 























Further Report on Saudi Prince Faysal's Visit 
LDO070250 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 
1800 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Excerpts] French Prime Minister Jacques Chirac today at Hotel 
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, the general director of youth care, who is 
currently on a visit to France. [pessage omitted] 


After the meeting His Royal Highness Prince Faysa! ibn Fahd 
r ade a statement to the press, in which he said that during the 
Lweting he conveyed a message from the Custodian of the Two 
Foly mosques King Fahd ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Sa‘ud to Prime 
M:nister Chirac on the excellent relations between the two 
cout ‘ries in all fields. He pointed out that views were identical. 
He sa d that his visit to France was to discuss various issues which 
concern the Kingdom and the Arab world. [passage omitted} 
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Police Identify, Question Libyan Pilot 
AU070903 Rome ANSA in English 0820 GMT 7 Jan 87 


[Text}(ANSA) Catania, Italy, January 6 — The Libyan who flew 
a single-engine Cessna 172 from Tripoli Sunday to the NATO 
airbase at Sigonella, Sicily skimming the waves to elude radar 
was identified Tuesday as Muhammad al-Taila! Shalhi, 25, who 


Italian frontier police sources said that until Sunday. Shalhi was 
a pilot for Libyan Arabic Airlines licensed to fly turbo-prop 
aircraft, according to his license issued March 3, 1983 by the 
British Civil Aviation Authority. Until his 600-kilometer flight 
over the central Mediterranean, he flew nationa! and north 
African routes for the Libyan state airline. 


Acting on the information he provided after his landing at 
Sigonella, the British Consulate in Naples contactd the pilot's 
British mother in England who displayed to British police Shal- 
hi's British passport, the number of which he remembered and 
had given to Italian police. The mother, who lives in England with 
her three other children, is expected to arrive in Catania Tuesday 
evening to join her son. The pilot's father is Libyan. 


Under questioning by a Catania magistrate, Shalhi said that he 
left Libya to regain greater freedom of movement and explained 
that his Libyan passport had been taken from him, with no 
explanation offered, when he joined the roster of the Libyan 


airline. 


[Word indistinct] had decided to leave his British passport with 
his mother in England and displayed his pilots license, the only 
document he carried with him on his flight. 


The pilot also confirmed that he had flown at wave-top height 
and decided to avoid the Italian island of Lampedusa, in the 
central Mediterranean, and not land at the Catania civil airport 
near Sigonella because he was afraid that Italian police would 
turn him over to Libyan authorities. 


For this reason, he said, he chose the Sigonella airbase and after 
landing, asked for the U.S. command. As he approached Italian 
airspace, he followed the internationa' procedure to identify 
himself and his aircraft through a radio hookup with two civilian 
jets, one West German and one Austrian, flying at altitudes 
above him. He also asked ground control for permission to land 
immediately because he was running out of fuel. 


When he radioed the control tower, two Italian Air Force F104's 
on a routine flight out of their base at Trapani, Sicily, were 
ordered to escort the single-engined plan for a landing on a 
runway in the Italian sector of he NATO airbase. Here, Shalhi 
told military carabinieri police that he wanted to reach the “U.S. 
command” because he did not want Italian police to turn him 
over to Libyan authorities. 


He also explained that as a civil aviation pilot, he had access in 
Tripoli to air clubs and could rent planes of the type he picked 
for his flight across the Mediterranean. Documents aboard the 
Cessna showed that Shalhi had flown about ten different types 
of the small aircraft in the recent past. 
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The plane was parked at a hanger at the Sigonelia airbase until 
Tuesday afternoon when it was taken to the civil airport of 
Catania- Fontarossa. It will be “turned over to anyone who can 
demonstrate that he is the owner”, a police spokesman said. 


As the British-Libyan pilot arrived without funds, he ha: been 
the guest of the Catania police at a local hotel. 


PCI Secretary General on USSR Ties, Reform 
PM061456 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 21-22 Dec 86 p 2 


{Interview with PCI Secretary General Alessandro Natta by 
Paolo Garimberti in Rome; date not given] 


[Excerpt] Rome — [Passage omitted] (Garimberti] 1 Unita has 
said that with Sakharov's release “an obstacle has been 
removed.” | believe that this obstacle also affected PCI-CPSU 
relations. Could Gorbachev's decision alter relations between the 
two parties? 


[Natta] It seems obvious to me that Sakharov's release is a very 
significant event because it confirms a will for regeneration. We 
regard it as a necessary move since the new Soviet leadership 
group asserted its intention of setting the country on # new 
course. In any case this is a necessity that we Italian Communists 
have been stressing for a very long time. | could cite Togliatti's 
memorandum. | am talking about the necessity for observance 
of civil and political freedoms to be fully guaranteed in a society 


[Garimberti] Let us concentrate on this point for a moment. You 
say “a society calling itself socialist.” You seem to imply that you 
do not consider it such, at least not entirely. What is the PCI's 
present political and ideologica! assessment of the USSR” 


[Natta] Our assessment is that this society faces a problem of 
radical regeneration and reform of past experiences and of the 
solutions that have been applied hitherto in both economic and 
the political fields. It seems to me that the decision to make the 
gesture of releasing 2 man who had become a symbol! not only 
abroad but also within the USSR is something that confirms a 
will and an intention that can release new forces and rally new 


support. 

[Garimberti] When you talk about Sakharov as a symbol even 
within the USSR, do you mean that you believe he had become 
a reference point for a significant sector of the Soviet public? 


[Natta] Of course the fact that he was never expelled from the 
Academy of Sciences could be interpreted as an indication that 
the Soviet intelligentsia regarded Sakharov as a representative 


[Garimberti] Let us return to PCI-CPSU relations. What impact 
could the gesture of reparation toward Sakharov have” 


[Natta] Without detriment to the distinctions that we established 
long ago in our view of socialism, relations between the two 
parties have already experienced a certain difference of approach 
recently. This, of course, within mutual acknowledgment of these 
elements of difference. 
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[Garmberti] These “elements of difference.” as you call them. 
were not accepted or at were at k 2st unwillingly tolerated by 
Gorbachev's predecessors. Does the new Kremlin leader accept 
them? What did you say to one ano.her |! months ago when you 
met in Moscow” 


[Natta] | believe he does accept them. I beliews he has also said 
so inasmuch as at our meeting there was not the patching up job 
that some spoke of but a political dialogue whose aim was not a 
reunification in some kind of organized movement. It was clear 
at that meeting that we are — and obviously still are — « 
The very ones clearly asserted at our latest congress — our option 
for the Euro-left, our adherence to Italy's alliances, and the 
objective of socialism within the complete observance of the 
principles and values of democracy. There was no ambiguity vith 
Gorbachev on this approach. The aim — both ours and the 
CPSU's — was, and remains, to seek factors that could be helpful 
im a genera! process of detente and cooperation in Europe and 
throughout the world. 


[Garimberti] In other words, a diplomatic approach, without any 


[Natta] Listen, | want to be clear on this point. Of course — and 
I believe this is a general desire, not conf ned to ourselves — we 
follow carefully and are in favor of all changes that will elevate 
the USSR, not to mention China and the other socialist countries 
too, from the viewpoint of economic development, prosperity, and 
democracy. 


We welcome al] such changes. Just because we said that those 
we are displeased if they are now acquiring a new dimension or 
processes of democratization are taking place within them. 


[Garimberti} If Gorbachevism were to become consolidated and 
to spread, could the PCi's options — choices of camp, such as 
the Euro-left and NATO — be revised? 


[Natta] Those options will remain; we certainly do not want to 
reestablish the International. These options were not adopted 
hastily but stem from a lengthy historical process, from an 
assertion of autonomy, from a particular conception of socialism 
and of its relationship with democracy. 


[Garimberti] So Sakharov is an isolated case. Is that what you 
mean, Mr Natta’? 


[Natta] No, that is not what I mean. It is an important event, the 
sign of a will and an approach not confined to economic reforms. 
It is clear that a battle, a major battle, has now begun and that 
it also involves cultural life, the whole of society. | do not know 
what its results could be. But al! this strengthens our belief in the 
validity of our own options. 


{Garimberti] The PCI almost seems to be claiming some credit 
for the start of the battle in the USSR which you mentioned... 


[Natta] We deserve credit for having always clearly and publicly 
asserted that fundamental rights cannot be diminished or denied 
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and — even more importantly — tha! the observance of those 
mghts must be the result not of external pressures but of those 
countries’ own decisions. | believe that the move made a few days 
ago with respect to Sakharov, at a time when there was no 
particular international pressure in this direction, means that it 
8 not a gesture designed to improve imternationa! relations or 
manipulated as a response to pressures. In fact it reflects a 
political option and what is seen as a fundamenta! need for 
democratization and for a quest for consensus. 


[Garimberti] But you will agree that we must avoid any danger- 
in prison... 


[Natta] Yes, it is true. But I hope that this move, which has « 
symbolic value and is at the same time the most evident indica- 
tion of the contradictions that exist within that society, signifies 
the establishment of a trend. And there are other signs of this 
process of democratization, for which a political ba‘tle is clearly 
being waged 


[Garimberti] Are you referring to the unrest in Kazakhstan’ 


[Natta] Yes indeed. in fact I believe it is equally important that 
the resistance to the new political course has been made explicit 
and clear This could win support and s more active commitment 
from people. If | think back to my meeting with Gorbechev in 
January | remember perceiving on that occasion both .he will 
and determination to work for a change anc an awareness of the 
difficulties of the task. Gorbachev made the following indicative 
remark tome: A blitz will not be sufficient. 


[Garimberti] This is partly because the situation in other com- 
munist bloc countries is still rigid and oppressive. La Repud- 
blica's Prague correspondent was virtuaily arrested and 
summarily expelled for having internewed former foreign min- 
ister Hajek, who is in theory at least a free citizen. Even 1 Unite 
condemned that police action. 


[Natta] There are different signs in different countries. Some 
embarked on policies of regeneration some time ago, and in 
others we have recently witnessed changes that must be carefully 
assessed but that do seem radical. 


[Garimberti] Are you referring to Vietnam” 


[Natta] Precisely. Be that as it may, Hajek told your correspon- 
deat, who was expelled from Prague, something that | agree wit). 
He said that while an impetus can indeed come from the USSR 
and that the USSR's policy has the value of an example, the rea! 
issuc is the forces within each individual country. In other words, 
Hajek's argument is that just as there must be no external 
interventions to establish a normalization, neither must there be 
any interventions in the opposite direction, that is, for reforms. 
It is a very discerning political argument. In other words amelio- 
rative impositions are just as wrong as pejorative ones. Be that 
as it may, it seems to me that the so-called Gorbachevian process 
is on a general scale. But it is too early to judge. Let us wait and 
see 
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Freach Ariane 4 To Laemch Itaisat Satellite 
4AU061920 Rome ANSA in English 0841 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text](ANSA) Paris, January 5 — The Italian telecommunice- 
tion satellite, Italeat, will be launched in 1990 by an Ariane 4 
rocket from the Kourou Spece Center in French Guyana 


The relevant accord was signed bere Monday by Luigi Rossi 
Bernardi, president of Italy's National Research Council, and 
Charies Bagot, head of the Armanenpace consortium. 


At takeoff Italsat will have a mass of | 65 tons. Built under the 
guidance of the Selena space company (part of the Italian state 
Iri- stet group), the satellite is geared to test advenced tele- 
communications Its specific task will be to check on numeric 
telephone links within the new frequency band of 20-30 cHz 


In Italy it will have nine rejay stations, six of which will make 
possible the use of | | 000 telephone circuits. The remaining three 
will be used to transmit data 


The cost of the operation was not made public but sem-officaa! 
sources at Ananespace sasd it could fluctuate between 35 and 50 
mulhon dollars 
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Defense Minister in Sedan, Somalia, Egypt 

For reportage on Defense Minister Giovanni Spadolini's tour of 
Africa, inchuding his visits in Sudan, Somalia and Egypt see the 
6 January issue of the Middle East & Africa Daily Aeport and 











Council of State Meeting Exemines Macao issue 


Sets No Date fer Handover 
HK070138 Hong Kong AFP in English 0120 GMT 7 Jan 87 


date for the return to China of Macao, an enclave on the Chinese 
mainiand which Lisbon has admunustered for nearly 430 years. 


which advises President Mario Saores, would agree to 1999 as 
the handback date. The date has been a stumbling block in 


Officials sard that during three rounds of talks in Beijing since 
last June, the Chinese have stated repeatedly that they wanted 
to get Macao back at the same time as Hong Kong, which Britain 
is duc to return in 1997, or mu later than the year 2000. 

But Lisbon has sought a later date on grounds of needing more 
time to obtain guarantees for the 20,000 Portuguese who live 
among the $00,000 Chinese in the territory. 

The government here reporiedly ss also worried about the pos- 
sibility of a flood of refugees into Portugal from Macao, where 
100,000 people have the right to a Portuguese passport. 

A communique issued after Tuesday night's meeting said that 
the council attached “the utmost importance to the maintenance 
of the stability and development of the territory” and to “the 
defense of Portuguese interests, as well as the preservation and 
development of friendship and cooperation with the People's 
Republic of China.” 


Council Issues Coanmmameue 
LD070404 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2300 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] Macao was the subject of debate at a meeting of the 
Council of State held today. 


At the end of the meeting, which lasted for 4% hours, a commu- 
nique, not very r ch in details, wes read. An excerpt is reproduced 
here. 


(Begin unidentified speaker recording] The Council of State 
meeting today heard an expose by both the president of the 
way on the transfer to the PRC of the administration of Macao, 
which as provided in the Constitution is not a Portuguese but a 
p sini seuetiem 


The positions expressed by the president of the Republic and the 
prime minister merited globally the concurrence of the council. 


The councillors take the view that the maintenance of stability, 
development of the territory, the protection of Portuguese inter- 
ests es well as the preservation and development of fnendly and 
cooperative relations with the PRC, are all of utmost impor- 
tance [end recording} 
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Farther on 1S. Redux ion of Military Aid 
LD061429 Madrid Domestic Service in Sparash 
1000 GMT 6 Jan 8&7 


[Text] Acco: ding to the | 988 draft budget submitted to Congress, 
the US Government has decided to keep the military aid to our 
country m a precarious position. Already in 987 the reduction 
will be brutal. and will pass from $412 millon to $1! {3 milhon — 
a cut of 70% which even puts the scheduled payment for the F-18 
aircraft at risk, given that the main payments of the FACA 
[Future Combet and Attack Aircraft] program are made from 
US. aid funds 


The draft budget sutonstted by Pressdent Reagan asvards Spain 
$280 milhon for 1988. ht now has to pass through both houses of 
Congress whch, we remund you, have a Democratic majority 
against “be Pressdent 


Gearzalez on NATO Role, Reduction of US. Forces 
LD070418 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2200 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] We ~ow turn to Prime Mi inaster Felipe Gonzaiez's informa! 
talk with journalists at the end of the Pascua mulstary celebdra- 
tions, when he spoke of the reduction of the US forces m our 
country and of Spain's role, within the NATO framework. in the 
defense of the West Mercedes (Jansat 


will have to pa« Setween 8 bethan and 1° Vcthon peer’ ss a year 
to cover the d4-—n requir-— ow arming from the reduction of 
U* ‘..ces im our o~atry. The Spanish Government will have 
to take over some expenditures presently made by the | arted 
States, because certaim installations should be remain function- 
ing 


Felipe Gonzalez admitted that the Americans and the Spaniards 
differ in their calculation of this expenditure, and he added that 
despite the cost to Spain of keeping some of the installations 
going, the operation is politically necessary. Let us remember 
that one of the conditions included in last spring's referendum on 
whether our country should remain in the Atlantic alliance was 
the reduction of the U.S. military presence. The Spanish negoti- 
ators recalled this condition in the talks on the renewal of the 
agreement between Spain and the United States. 


tiations, as he called them, between Spain and NATO to decide 
the terms of the former's integration, and between Spain and the 
U.S. Government on the reduction of the latter's forces. He said 
that the two negotiations have certain things in common, though 
he did not disclose Spain's position. The prime minister rejected 
the idea of Spain taking on NATO duties presently performed in 
Spain by the United States, because these duties also affect 
Greek and Turkish territory. 
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Officials Address Pascua Military Festival 


Defense Minister's Speech 
LDO061829 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1103 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Speech by Defense Minister Narciso Serra i Serra at Madrid's 
a 
— live 


[Text] The Government of Spain and its Armed Forces have 
promptly attended the call to rally around you and your royal! 
family in a ceremony which is boch solemn and frendly, full of 
affection and cordiality and imbued by everyone's desire for 
happiness in the year now beginning 


The past period has seen notable transformations in our politica! 
structure and also in our society's way of life. This process has 
crystallized in a Spain which has transcended its natura! frontiers 
to become a part of Europe, to project itself into the world as a 
defender of dialogue and coexistence as stipulated by human 
liderty. Thus, our Constitution affirms that Spain wil! cooperate 
in the strengthening of peaceful relations and effective cooper- 
ation among all the peoples of the world. Y ou, sir, have conveyed 


Last year there were two major events which involve our nation 
im sharing responsibility in the construction of Europe. There 
eassts a European consciousness, as you, sir, have said before the 
European Parliament. Europe is a cultural and economic com- 
munity, it proceeds with firmness as a political community and 
a community of shared security Spain has always been a part of 
culural Europe, and its desire to youn the European democratic 
institutions has also led it to become a part of the Europe of the 


dctente the best means of creating confidence 


These factors, together with the experience accumulated over the 
past years, have counseled the beginning of a new stage of defense 
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policy. The plans for this new stage, both those concerning the 
genera! defense plan and the joint strategic plan. now current, 
had their genesis in the government's program and were defined 
in the new directive of national defense which the prime munuster 
approved on 29 October. From that program I highlight the effort 
to give force to the strategic, operational and logistic aspects of 
defense planning. 


The operational organization of the Armed Forces will have to 
be adapted to the plans resulting from that planning in such a 
way that the deterrent sought by the defense forces can be firmly 
established from the viewpoint both of the actions to be carried 
out and the optimum military organization needed to carry them 
out. The definition of the post of chief of defense staff in a 
recently promulgated royal decree to regulate the basic organiza- 
tion of the Defense Ministry responds to these aims. The chief of 
the defense staff must primarily atterd to his funciion as the 
minister's principal collaborator in the planning and execution of 
the operational aspects of military policy as defined in the law on 
basic criteria of national defense. 


In this same context the chiefs of staff of the Armed Forces, in 
carrying out their duties in organizing, preparing and bringing 
their forces to a state of readiness, must always bear in mind that 
the mission of their services s to carry out the joint military 
strategy within the scope determined by their own means and 
forms of action. The other organs of the department will have the 
duties of directing military policy in all other areas to favor the 
fulfillment of such aims. 


We are convinced, sir, that we find ourselves at a historical 
moment which allows us to attain these aims. The evolution of 
relations between society and the state authorities, society's 
interest in the activities of defense and our decision to take up 
new international positions commit us to those ends. In addition 
our acquired consciousness of being a political entity which wants 
to equip itself with an efficient institution for its defense and, 
above all, the experience obtained in these past years, the (?res- 
olutions) adopted and the actions already decided upon impose 
upon us the obligation of achieving the armed forces which our 
socety demands. 


This will not happen of itself. it will not arrive alone. ht is 
necessary that those of us who have the responsibility of making 
decisions on defense and the Armed Forces to unite our efforts 
to make it possible We have 4 years in the immediate future for 
an absorbing task which is capable of inspiring enthusiasm. 
There is no room for dismay or apathy but there is room for hope 
and also for work done with the precamon demanded, demanded 
not only by one's duty but also by the ewareness of the apportu- 
nity and the demands -/ thus historical moment m wh. ‘ we live. 


It will be with tu. - tate of mund and with daily work that we will 
attain the model of the Armed Forces whose conception, 
structure and operational use will assure the effectiveness of our 
sovereignty Thew unified action, the programs for equipping 
them and for the deployment which have been planned, the 
intellectual education and continued traiming of their members 
will have their influence on the new model of the forces and on 
the description of the professiona) military man which will sus- 
tain them. 
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Sir, | am pleased to confirm to you that the members of the 
Armed Forces know that this is the aim of all their efforts and 
Urat they will be intransigent im attaining 1 and that they wil! 
»: Sordinate to it the many other legitimate aspirations they have. 
Wwe also know that the people whom they serve understand thus 
It is im their common responsibility that the effectiveness of 
defense resides and our work, which is always full of hope. lies in 
making this effectiveness responsi bie 


Sir, Spain by its own will is returning to take up its place in 
Europe. The Spanish, around the throne, have returned to con- 
tinue their history in Europe. This is the best summing-up of the 
year which has ended. It has been a full year, a year, we believe, 
with fruitful results. It has been a decisive year for Spanish 
society and for its Armed Forces, which always manifest the wish 
to serve loyally to the Crown and to the Spanish people. 


I end, sir, by repeating our loyalty and affection to the Crown, 
and by wishing Your Majesties, the Prince of Asturias and the 
Infantas, all happiness in the year now beginning. On behalf of 
the Armed Forces, sir, | thank you and am at your service. 


King June Cartes’ Speech 
LDO061914 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1115 GMT 6 Jan 87 


t» Our age, circumstances, and the events that occur in cach 
period, is really very brief however when we view it from the point 
of view of the life of a nation. For that reason, from the perspec- 
tive of permanency and continuity we are simply links in the 
chain which has its origins in a remote, historical past and 


sacrifice and have realized that this does not only consist of 
spectacular or heroic gestures but has even more merit when the 
mission to be undertaken is more obscure and quiet and the 
setbacks needed to be overcome are more hidden | wel! know 
that you are persuaded of the need to organize the Armed Forces 
in accordance with the model which the state and society require 
— Armed Forces committed to the achieving of rea! operational! 











defense of the model of socety which our country wishes to have. 


The Armed Forces cannot limit themselves to hoping that the 
solutions to their own worries can be offered from outside but 
have to look inside themselves and [outside] themselves correct 
the defects they may discover. They must be able to take advan- 
tage of the historical moment to put themselves on the same level 
as that of the allied countries, not only im the operationa! anc 
technical aspects but also in their manner of integrating them- 
selves into society and of transferring their affections and hopes 
to society. 

The Armed Forces must definitely vouch for their existence by 
effective efficiency, consistent aims, links with the people, and by 
their function of offering confidence to the Spanish people. 


Armed forces is unchanging — their tradition, 
values and their capacity for self-dema! and devotion to 
whatever may be the circumst.nces of each moment. 


will attain our objectives of peace and prosperity, 


SPAIN 


I exhort you to transmit to the new military gencrations, and 
exhort them to receive, the example of your discipline and jove 
for your homeland so the one and same sperit can inspire as, and 
the one and same aim can commit us. Let there never be 
vacuums, splits or lack of heart, because the secret of success is 
to be found in unity and hope 


In these tumes when the world ss divided into mutually antago 
nistic powerful military blocs, and Spain, by the decamon of the 
people has chosen to jon NATO. wrth humr' ations and conditions 
also decided by the people. will be necessary to employ the 
utmost taci and prudence to carry owt the negotiations related 
directly or indirectly to that integration. We must have a clear 
awareness of our role, of the arcumstances which come together 
in us and of Spain's interests, togethr., with the yearning for peace 
which we wish for ourseives and for the entire world, seeking 
always to find a balance between the maintenance of our national 
dignity and our attentsor to international undertakings or obh- 
gations 


In the year just ended, and following the rule which | have apphed 
since the moment when | received the honor of holding the 
command of the Armed Forces as head of state, | have tried to 
fulfill my desire to visit your units, attend your exercises or 
military ceremomes, and have direct contact with members of 
the Armed Forces in audiences and meetings. 


I have also had real interest, shared by the government of the 
nation, im seeimg my inclination and affection for everything 
military being extended through my son, the Prince of Asturias, 
who 1s recerving training in military acadermes and schools » hich 
will later be completed by crvilian and university education It s 
my greatest pride thet the basis of his military training (‘as 
proved by you) 1s to reside in the sense of duty and discipline, and 
if integrating him into the great military family he may, when 
the time comes, be in the best circumstances to carry out his 
important mission in the service of Spain 


On this Pascua military, which periodically reaffirms a tradition 
and allows me to enjoy once again the opportunity of meeung 
with representatives of the Armed Forces, | send you all, both in 
my name and in the name of the Queen and of al! my family, my 
most cordia! congratulations and my best wishes for the year now 
beginning to all of you and your famihes Many thanks to the 
defense minister for his speech and for the expressions of loyalty 
and affection contained therein Finally | would like to dedicate 
an emotional! greeting to our comrades, to the members of the 
security forces and to all those who for yet another year have been 
victims of the attacks of a cruel terrorism against which all of us 
have to fight ceaselessly To the families of those who have lost 
their lives for that reason, | offer a strong embrace and the 
certainty that we share your pain 


| end with a call of hope. Let us always hope for the best and, as 
a Spanish thinker once said, let us always hope even if we hope 
deapairingly, inalterable in our spirit, let us all shout with 
me: “Long live Spain.” [Shouts of “Long live Spain” and “Long 
live the king”) 
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Government Set To Modify Antiterrorism Law 
LDO61335 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2200 GMT 5 Jan 87 


[Excerpts] The antiterrorist law will be modified — that us, the 
spirit with which those in charge of the fight against terrorism 
are working. The law will be modified or suspended, but in no 
event will it be repealed. This thesis was ratified in Seville today 
by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez who made it clear that the 
law will not be the subject of negotiation in exchange for the 
parvcipation of some political parties in the government of the 
Basque country. This report by Mercedes Jansa: 


|Jansa] The prime minister encompassed [englobo] a future mod)- 
fication of the antiterrorist law with the objective of making the 
fight against violence more effective. a matter which must con- 
cern him as a politically responsible man. For Felipe Gonzalez, 
it 1s Clear that modification or nonapphcation of the antiterrorist 
law depends on the sovereignty of the people as represented in 
parliament; but, he said that it will not be converted into the 
subject of negotiations for forming a Basque government. 


SPAIN 


[Begin Gorzalez recording] We cannot, should not, and do not 
wish to negotiate over the contert of laws which affec: not only 
one community but all of Spain as though it was an exchange of 
currency, to form a government. That does not serm responsible 
to us and so we will not do it. We will make whatever changes we 
deem to be necessary for the objective of eradicating terrorism. 


lend recording] 

(Janse) The 10-day period ie which a detaince may be held 
moommunicado as laxd down b) the current antiterronst legusia- 
von, will almost certainly be one u! the aspects to be modified in 
future. This was confirmed today by Secretary of State for 
Security Rafael Vera who, speaking to « group of journalists, 
indicated that the 10-diy period has not beer used in most cases 
because it is not very fcasible and 4 or $ days are enough to obtain 
statements friv.s detainees suspected of involvement in terronst 
activities. Rai sel Vera indicated that a reduction of the period of 
incommunice.to detention to 6 days was likely Other aspects 
covered by the current legislation could be transferred to the 
ordinary pens! onde. [passage omitted} 

Details of the application of the antiterrorist law last year also 
were revealed today The number of those detained under the law 
who were involved or allegedly involved in these kinds of crimes 
increased by 34% over 1985, and of them 83% were returned to 
prison. 
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Arriving DPRK ‘Spy’ Requests Political Asytum 
AU07 1156 Paris AFP in English 1154 GMT? Jan 87 


[Text)}Copenhagen, Jan 7 (AFP)— A North Korean who claimed 
to be a spy has asked Denmark for political asylum, pressing a 
message into the hand of a passport official at Copenhagen 
airport, Ritrew Bureau news agency reported Wednesday. 


The agency said the North Korean, who with a comparion was 
due to he welcomed by the North Korean ambassade to Den- 
mark, had passed a message saying: “I am a spy, help me,” to 
the passport official after disembarking from a plane. 


FINLAND 


Koivisto, Ryzhkov Discuss International Situation 
LDO61656 Helsinki International Service in Finnish 
1600 GMT 6 Jan 87 


(Text! Soviet Premier Nikolay Ryzhkov, who arrived today on a 
4-day visit to Finland, held talks with his Finnish host, President 
Mauno Korvisto. The meeting in the afternoon lasted approx- 
mately 2hours. It was dominated by a discussion of the inter- 
national situation. For instance, both sides see positive features 
in the situation in northern Europe. Here is a report by Harn 
Vanska: 


[Vanska] The atmosphere of the talks between President Korvisto 
and his guest, Premier Nikolay R yzhkov, has been described as 
friendly, as the dialogue norma'ly is between guod neighbors. 
This meeting in the afternora festured a discussion of the 
international situation. This meeting on the first day of the visit 
concentrated in particular on examining the international sit- 
vation. Both sides noted th~* at the meeting tomorrow between 
the premiers, that is, Ryzhkov and Kalevi Sorsa, the discussion 
will dea! with Finnish-Sovnet economic relations and trade rela- 
tions. Thus the theme of this first day was the international 


At the meeting this afternoon it was confirmed that President 
Koivisto has a current invitation to visit the Soviet Union, and 
that Genera! Secretary Gorbachev has a reciprocal! invitation to 
visit Finland 


. These invitations for 
Premoer 
General Secretary Gorbachev. 


| 


Nikolay Ryzhkov brought greetings to Korvisto from 


This is what Matti Kahiluoto, chief of the Foreign Ministry 
Political Department, had to say about the talks in more detail: 


[Begin Kahiluoto recording] Regarding bilateral relations 
between Finland and the Soviet Union, .| was noted on both sides 
that the trend of friendship, cooperation, and mutual assistance 
is still the firm foundation for our relations; it was noted that 
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these relavons are based on mutua! trust The stable nature of 
these relations, which are not dependent on the Muctuations of 


As already stated, a large part of the discusmons dealt with the 
inte-nationa! situation In thew speeches both the eminent gues! 
and the presides: Jealt with the world politica! situation, o- 
pecially following the Reyijavik semmuet Questions concerning 
disarmament were very prominent in the discussions There was 
also mention of the situation in Northern Europe and the CSCE 
process jend recording} 


[Vanska] President Mauno Korvisto also informed the Soviet 
guest about Finland's economy and interna! politics, and he also 
bnefed him about the coming elections 


Exchenge Dinner Speeches 
LD062111 Helsinki International Service in Finnish 
1930 GMT 6 Jan 87 


{Excerpts} Internationa! affairs dominated official talks between 
Ryzhkov in Helsinki on Tuesday, ine first day of Mr Ryzhkow's 
4-day official visit to Finland [passage omitted} 


In his banquet speech later on Tuesday President Koivisto 
stressed that Finnish-Sovnet relations were not affected by Muc- 
tuations and uncertainties and that has had a wider international 
stabilizing effect. Referring to the difficulties the drop of o! 
prices has caused in Finnish-Soviet trade, the president said that 
the trade agreement to be si, od on Wednesday reflected the 
determination to maintain a high volume of Finnish-Soviet trade 
Touching on security policy, he reiterated Finaind’s wish to bring 
about confidence- building measures to restrain naval activities 
in the Nordic Sea areas He added that simular mews had been 
put forth by the Soviet Umion, Norway, and Sweden 


In his reply speech the Sovnet premier stressed the importance of 
mutual trust in Pinnish-Soviet relations. He said that those 
relations were convincing proof of the supenority and nch pros- 
pects offered by peaceful coexistence between the two countries 
with differing social systems. According to Mr Ryzhkov, the 
talks with President Korvisto had shown that Finnish leaders wel! 
understand Sonnet foreign policy, as the Sonnet leaders on their 
part understand Finnish policy 


Commenting on economic links the Sonnet premier singled out 
jount industria! ventures as an acta where new forms of cooper- 
ation can be found. On security policy he reaffirmed Soviet 
support for the Finnish initiative to establish a nuclear weapons. 
free zone in the Nordic region 


Trade Ministers Discuss Debt 
LD061749 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1400 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] The Soviet Union is prepared to repay last year's debt to 
Finland in Western currency over a S-year period if trade 
between the two countries does not start showing a surplus in 
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favor of the Sowet Umon Paavo Kaariebto, under secretary of 
state at the Foreagn Momustry says that the debt im rubles will be 
tonked woth a basket of several currences so tha! changes im the 
wmternavona! value of the ruble would not affect trade At the 
beginning of the year the Soviet Union owed Finland 2500 
mulhon 


Foreign Trade Ministers Jerme Laine and Boris Aristow will 
probeb’y agree om Helsink: tomorrow on the arrangements for 
repaying the debt 
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[Text] “Come to us directly, then things will be settled’ Sow t 
party chef Mikhail Gorbachev did not express himself quite so 
informally at his meeting with Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland in Moscow on § December What he said. according 
to TASS, was: “If any questions or misunderstandings arise, 
come to us derectly We are ready to resolve them in our common 
interest. including those connected with the continental shelf and 
the demarcation of economic zones in the Barents Sea ~ 


The ninth rownd of talks on a demarcation line in the Barents Sea 
ended in Moscow on Wednesday |! 7 December) Has the matter 


was taken at hes word by the Norwegians | would seem that the 
Sonnet Lmon has not budged an inch toward a compromuse on a 
Gusputed area totaling al! of | S$ G00 square km of sea and seabed. 
with nch fishery resources and probably equally mch resources 
under the seabed 


But somethong has happened neverthelcss in the negotiations 
which have been going on since 1974, with at times lengthy 
wmterrupuions It = pmmanty a question of a change in form, but 
the possibulsty cannot be ruled owt that ‘orm will be followet bv 
action. For what has happened in the Kremiin is that the top 
leaders have become aware cf the Barents Sea problem. the most 
important outstanding matter between Norway and the Sonet 
Limon and one of the most important foreagn policy questions to 
which Norway has as yet found no answer 


The texts of communiques do not normally make excit:ng reading 
— perhaps with the excepuion of NATO communiques with or 
without footnotes The communigues from the preceding eght 
rounds of the Barents Sea talks have resnforced thes impression 
They have been shor! and more than usually empty However. 
the commumaue from the ninth round is significantly different 
from its predecessors Not only is it twice as long. it also contains 
formulations which now state in writing a principle that im the 
past was merely implied: The demarcation line will be fixed 


after negotiations 


This is fundamenta! and important In reality the Sonet Union 
1s saying — by agreenng to a statement that “the two sides will 
cont.nve the: efforts to find an acceptable solution” — that it 
could envisage moving away from its assertion that a sector line 
from the Kola Pensnsula to the North Pole forms “the boundary 
of the Sonet Union's polar possessions.” as 2 | 926 decree stated 


it is @ major step from former Defense Minister Dmitriy 
Ustinov's general statement in 1979 — that the Soviet Union's 
borders are sacred and inviolable — to the December | 986 
communique’s text. Also it is not the first time that the Soviet 
Limon has hinted that the country could adopt a more pragmatic 
stance than in the past. In his apeech in Viedivostok at the end 
of July. which has meanwhile become wel! known Gorbechey 
gave way to China on an important border issue = where the 
border showld be drawn by the Ussur: River It was this dupute 
which led to the clashes in 1969 Now « special border comma. 
won is negotiating where the border is to run 


There have never been any such incidents between Norway and 
the Sonet Limon But nor has there been any stated Sonnet desire 
for a settlement in the Barents Sea 


ht is difficult to say what has brought this question to the 
attention of the Politburo and the government But it is worth 
noting that former Fish Industry Minister Viedumir Kamentsey. 
who was appointed deputy prime monster in September clearly 
has a voce that os heard in the highest corcles He has been made 
chairman of the Foreagn Economix Commission and was one of 
the people who accompamed Gorbecher on the visit to India in 
November when cooperation agreements worth billions of troner 
were signed Kamentsey « a man who knows ine Barents Sea 
problem inside out and has visited Norway severa! times 
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it appears that the next round of negotiations will be bcld im Oslo — itt is likely that there will be a visit by Foreign Minister Eduard 
wn 2 years ume In the meantume experts will remain m continual «o©=—- Shevardnadze during the first 6 months of nex! year and perhaps 
contact. When there is also the chance of a visit at a higher = inter « visit by Prime Minister Nikolay Ryzhkov. Thea it will be 
political level than Norway has seen in the past 15 years, it possible to make direct approaches, as Gorbachev en-ouraged. 
posssbie that there will be developments As far as we -re aware. 
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Denktas Condemns Council of Europe Stand 
TA061417 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 
6 Jan 87 


[Text] Rauf Denktas, president of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, has said that the Council of Europe's biased 
stand on who represents Cyprus will adversely affect the efforts 
being made to solve the existing problems. Aydin Soysal from the 
Turkish Radio and Television Bureau in Cyprus reports: 


[Begin Soysal recording] In a statement he made today in Lefkosa 
[Nicosia], Denktas said that there were indications that the Law 
Committee of the Council of Europe was now inclined toward 
allowing only Greek Cypriots to serve as representatives of 
Cyprus. Recalling that the council suspended until 1983 Greek 
Cypriot credentials in the wake of the 1964 incidents in which 
they forcibly destroyed the existing republic and expelled Turk- 
ish Cypriots from all Cypriot administrative posts, Denktas said 
that this new development proved that the council's opinion has 
changed in favor of the Greek Cypriots. 


Denktas stated: It is with great regret that we note this stand 
of the council — known as an institution championing democ- 
racy, human rights, and the supremacy of law — which under- 
mines the principle of the equality of the two sides in the Cyprus 
problem. We are convinced that this hazardous and flawed stand 
may destroy the bases of the UN secretary general's initiatives 
in Cyprus. We have briefed through diplomatic channels all 
interested parties and the UN Secretariat General of our con- 
cerns on this new development. [end recordi ¢] 


CYPRUS R1 


Turkish Cypriots Warn UN of South's Arms Buildup 
7TA061 240 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 
1130 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] The attention of the United Nations has been drawn to the 
armament activities undertaken by the Greek Cypriot Adminis- 
tration and the increase in the number of troops in the south. 
Foreign Ministry Deputy Under Secretary Osman Ertug met 
with UNFICYP Commander Major General Greind! this morn- 
ing. Ertug said that he clearly explained to Gen Greind! the 
cues todeninceater tinted Conte exmnetie, Vantin 
out that both world and Greek Cypriot press reports on the 
military buildup and the increase in the number of troops in the 
Greek Cypriot sector were conveyed to Greindl, Ertug said that 
Greind! was also informed that these reports refer to high-level 
UN officials. Ertug said that the United Nations bears the 
responsibility for the protection of peace on the island, adding 
that he asked that the mad Greek Cypriot arms race be stopped 
through the UN secretary general's reports or other means. 


In reply to a question, Ertug also noted that Greind!'s attention 
was drawn to the fact that the UN secretary general's report 
refers to the Greek Cypriot armament efforts as defensive. Ertug 
asked Greind! how one differentiates between offensive and 
defensive armament and recalled that the Greek Cypriots 
attacked the Turkish Cypriots in the past. He stressed that the 
statements issued by Greek Cypriot officials now show that the 
weapons are meant for offensive purposes. Ertug said that 
Greind! told him that there is no need for an official statement 
at this stage and UN observations are included in UN reports. 
At the end of the meeting, which lasted until 1045, Greind! 
refrained from making any statements. 
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Report on Soldier Wounded Near Turkish Border 
NCO070531 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 0500 GMT 
7 Jan 87 


[Text] A serious and bloody incident with a Greek soldier as its 
victim took place late last night at the Maritsa River. According 
to initial reports, the trooper, who was part of a patrol in the 
Mandra of Souflion area, was wounded in the leg by a bullet fired 
from the other side of the river. Greek authorities are invertigat- 
img the circumstances surrounding the injury of this Greek 
soldier, who was rushed to the hospital for treatment. However, 
he is in no danger. 


Shooting Not Border Clash 
NC071232 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1200 GMT 
7 Jan 87 


[Text] Government spokesman Andonis Kourtis has said that it 


was persons attempting illegal activities in the Evros border area 
last night who shot a Greek soldier, wounding him in the leg. 
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Foreign Ministry ‘Pleased’ With Proposed U.S. Aid 
7 A070606 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 
0600 GMT 7 Jan 87 


[Text] The Turkish Foreign Ministry has announced that Turkey 
is pleased with the amount of aid the U.S. Administration is 
proposing to extend to Turkey im its 1988 budget. At a news 
briefing, Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Yalim Eralp 
pointed out that the aid is mostly composed of donations and 
low-interest loans, and therefore lays a smaller burden on the 
Turkish economy. 


Denies Shooting of Greek Soldier 
7A071117 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 
7 Jan 87 


[Text] The Turkish Foreign Ministry has denied the reports that 
a Greek soldier was wounded in the leg by shots fired from the 
Turkish side of the Turkish-Greek border. Reports from Athens 
said a smuggling incident was involved. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Yalim Eralp said that the Turkish 
military authorities carried out an investigation after hearing the 
report and determined that theie was no shooting from the 
Turkish side. Eralp also said that security officials have denied 
any smuggling incident. 


Soviet Union To Buy Contaminated Nut Crop 
NO071038 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 2 Jan 87 p 4 


[Text] Agreements reached with the Soviet Union for the export 
of 5 million kg of hazelnuts have given new momentum to 
Turkey's exports. Claims that Turkey's hazelnut crop was con- 
taminated by radiation forced exports to a halt some time ago. 
Hazelnut exporters in the Black Sea region in Turkey, that is to 
say Coskun Koksal, the Toros Companies Group, Enka, and 
Sagra, have concluded agreements with the Soviet Union for the 
sale of hazelnuts containing 600 to | 000 becquerels of radiation. 
Of the 5 million kg, 1.9 million will be shipped to the Soviet Union 
next week. The remaining quantity will be delivered by the last 
week of January 


DISK Prosecutor To Appeal Verdicts 
NC070946 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish | Jan 86 p 3 


[Text] The parties involved in the DISK trial have moved to 
appeal the verdict handed down last week by Istanbul Martia! 
Law Court No 2. Some 77 members of DISK, including 
Chairman Abdullah Basturk, Secretary General Fehmi Isikiar, 
and representatives of the confederation's administrative, execu- 
tive, and regulatory bodies have filed an appeal with the Military 
Court of Appeals through Istanbul Martial Law Court No 2. 
Their petition claims that the ruling was motivated by a desire 
to suppress democratic rights and freedoms. Meanwhile, Major 
Ismail Yoruk, the judge who served as prosecutor in the DISK 
case, also submitted 2 petition informing the court that he, too, 
will appeal within the time specified for such actions. 


TURKEY T1 


VOTCP on Headscarf issue for Women Students 
TA07 1009 (Clandestine) Voice of the Turkish Communist Party 
in Turkish 0600 GMT 7 Jan 87 


[Station commentary: “What Lies Behind the Turban Ques- 
tion”) 


[Excerpts] If you ask the man on the street what the number one 
issue is in Turkey today, he will most probably say the turban 
question. Why shouldn't he? All the papers report on this issuc 
ministers, the Higher Education Board [HEB] and practically 
everyone else are talking about it. They are doing all they can to 
see that it is talked about. Are there no other problems in this 
country? Despite Ozal's lies, increasing p verty and unemploy- 
ment is affecting everyone. A survey conducted by th: daily 
Cumhuriyet shows that a majority of families are pessimistic 
about the future. The country is being run by arbitrary decisions. 


known but whose outcome will undoubtedly drag Turkey toward 
a disaster — is being extended by a secret document creating a 
fait accompli. 


In order to conceal! the real problems from the people, Evren and 
Ozal came up with the turban issue after exhausting such issues 
as whether or not to import bananas and so on. Even so, it would 
be useful to discuss the turban issue itself a little. [passage 
omitted] 


There has been a growing tend toward refuge in religion and sects 
as a result of the social, cultural, and moral destruction caused 
by the 12 September regime. More than anyone else, it is Evren's 
and Ozal's responsibility that the people who are concerned about 
the present and future of the country have been prevented from 
taking part in the class struggle as in civilized societies, and from 
fighting unemployment through strikes, the high cost of living 
through rallies, the HEB through demonstrations, the shameless 
pornographic publications through a struggle for a dignified and 
free press, thereby being left to be dragged into the Suleymani, 
Ticani, Nurcu, and other similar religious sects. 


Evren and Ozal reinstituted religious classes in schools. They 
encouraged the building of mosques before libraries in high 
schools and colleges. Today, some 900,000 students are enrolled 
in 2,163 high schools, while there are 221,000 students enrolled 
in the 715 religious schools. That means, one of every five high 
schoo! students goes to a religious school. [passage omitted] 


It is being said in public that the militarist generals negotiated 
with the sect leaders before the constitutional! referendum. As for 
Orzai, he goes to kiss the hands of sect leaders in public, as he did 
in Bingol, in order to obtain more votes. 


Given this situation, it is not right to criticize or attack the young 
girls who want to cover their heads in line with their beliefs, and 
thus ignore the real culprits. The question is not one of covering 
the head or not. What is important is what is inside people's 
heads. If you fail to see this point, you fall into Evren's and Ozal's 
trap. 
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We must always oppose the humiliation and oppression of people 
for their beliefs. We Communists, as we clearly declared in our 
Peace and National Democracy Program, believe that in a 
democracy, the religious should not be oppressed; they should 1 ot 





be humiliated because of their beliefs, worship, clothing, and 
philosophies. Their equality of religion and conscience should be 
fully respected and they should not be discriminated against in 
any way. [passage omitted] 
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